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V. — Der Ugrische Volksstamm, Sfc. [Researches upon the 
country between the Ural and the Caucasus, with reference to 
history, geography, and ethnography.~] By Ferd. Heinr. 
Mueller, Ph. D., &c. Berlin, 1837- Communicated by Dr. 
I. C. Prichard, M.D., F.R.S. 
The object of research which the author has proposed to himself 
is the history of the great nomadic nations of Asia, whose move- 
ments have produced in various times, and particularly during 
the middle ages, a powerful impression on the eastern countries 
of Europe. The light already thrown on many subjects con- 
nected with this pursuit by Thunmann, and more lately by Julian 
von Klaproth, has encouraged the author to pursue their investi- 
gation by the study of the Byzantine historians in connexion with 
Arabian and other eastern writers. The present work, of which 
this is the first volume, is devoted to a preliminary survey of the 
region which has been the principal theatre, not of the military 
exploits of the nomadic tribes, but of their national development. 
The nations whom Dr. Miiller has chiefly in view, are those be- 
longing to the great Finnish race, by him termed Ugrische Volker- 
schaften, and to this stock he refers not only the Madjars, or 
Hungarians, but likewise the more celebrated Huns, as well as 
the Chasares, Bulgarians, and several tribes who have been by 
other writers derived from a Tartarian origin. Much information 
has been already collected with reference to this subject by the 
Russian academicians Pallas, Gmelin, Lehrberg, Frahn, Sjogren, 
and others ; but the views adopted by some of these writers are 
erroneous in part, and none of them has fulfilled the design of 
our author, which is, as he says, " to give a survey of the theatre in 
which human nature has here developed itself, and of its relations 
of the region to the families of men that were formed within it." 

In the course of his work Dr. Miiller proposes to display the 
relations which the ancient races of the Uralian mountains bear 
to those of the Caucasus and the chain of Altai. He follows 
Klaproth in supposing the Ural to be the native seat of the race, 
to the history of which his inquiries are chiefly directed. 

The first section of the present volume contains a geographical 
survey of the Ural mountain-system, which the author divides 
into three regions, the southern, middle, and northern Ural. 
The principal rivers sent forth by the southern Ural are sur- 
veyed and followed through their course ; the countries watered 
by the Jaik and the Biela have frequently changed their popu- 
lation, and even their physical condition, and many regions 
now occupied by vast steppes were at one period the abode 
of an agricultural people. The plains between the southern 
extremity of the Ural and the Euxine were the great road 
by which the nomadic nations of Asia poured themselves into 
Europe. The middle Ural sends forth the rivers of Perm, 
viz. the Kama and the Chysova, and several considerable 
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streams which flow westward into Siberia. There are two prin- 
cipal transits over the middle Ural, one of which is sup- 
posed by Lehrberg to have been the situation of the " Eiserne 
Pforte," or Iron Gates, mentioned in the old Russian annals, and 
by which it is said that the Novgorodians gained access to 
Iugricn, or the country of the Ugri. By Lehrberg, as well as by 
Karamsin, it is maintained that this country included a consider- 
able tract of northern Siberia, and that a part of the Asiatic 
empire of Russia was in fact tributary, in the middle ages, to the 
republic of Novgorod. The northern Ural is the most inclement 
part of Europe. It is only in the best season of the year that the 
Vogouls and Samoiedes hunt in this region. Yet, though now 
correctly termed a desert, the northern Ural was in former times, 
according to Dr. Midler, inhabited. It formed a considerable 
part of the land of lugrien, or Iugoria, mentioned in the ancient 
imperial title of the Russian Sovereigns. This, in the opinion of 
Lehrberg, M tiller, and many other Russian antiquarians, was the 
native country of the Lfgri, Hungarians, or Madjars, and of the 
more celebrated Huns. 

Nova'ia Zemlia is only a continuation of the Lfralian chain. 
Miiller has collected in his work all the early notices of this 
country, and the coast near the Straits of Waigatz, and of the 
trade of the English and Dutch to the coasts of the White Sea. 

The second section contains a survey of the Algimkoi Syrt, a 
broken and often interrupted series of high levels which connects 
the southern extremity of the LJral with the chain of Altai, and 
likewise of the great steppes inhabited by the Kirghiz Tatars. 

The third section is devoted to a survey of the river-systems of 
the Irtish and Oby, and a geographical account of the countries 
watered by those streams. The aboriginal inhabitants of these 
countries are the Ostiaks and Samoiedes ; the tracts between the 
two rivers are now occupied by a Tatar tribe, the Barabintzes, 
and at Beresov there are many Russian settlers. 

The fourth section contains the physical geography of the 
countries to the westward of the Ural, and a survey of the great 
rivers which issue from that chain in a westerly direction, and 
which divide the northern countries of Europe ; it also gives 
an outline of the ethnographical history of their inhabitants. 

The fifth, and last section, comprises a geographical survey of 
the countries occupied by Finns and Laplanders, the western 
division of the group of nations derived from the Ugrian stock. 

In the volume which is to follow the present, and which will 
conclude this part of the author's work, he promises to " survey 
the fruitful plains of Sarmatia, from the midst of which the great 
rivers flowing into the Euxine and Caspian will conduct him into 
the Alpine valleys of the Caucasus, where he will investigate in 
that region the primitive as well as the present abodes of the 
nations belonging to the Ugrian race. 



